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In the first installment of the A Fire Beneath the Skin trilogy, the city of Klaar has never fallen. No

enemy has ever made it across the Long Bridge or penetrated the cityâ€™s mighty walls. Even

when a powerful invading army shows up at the gates, the duke and his daughter, Rina Veraiin, are

certain that it poses little threat.But they are cruelly betrayed from within and, in a horrific spasm of

violence, the city is brought to its knees. With the help of her bodyguard, Kork, the battle-trained

young Rina narrowly escapes the slaughter and makes her way to the lair of an ancient

sorcererâ€”the Ink Mageâ€”who gifts her with a strange, beautiful set of magical tattoos. Now a

duchess in exile, Rina sets out on a quest to reclaim what is rightfully hers, aided by a motley

assortment of followers who will help her in her causeâ€”some for noble reasons and others for their

own dark purposes. With the enemyâ€™s agents nipping at her heels, Rina must learn to harness

her new and startling magical powers if she is to assert her rightful place as ruler of Klaar.This book

was initially released in episodes as a Kindle Serial. All episodes are now available for immediate

download as a complete book.
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If someone put the Encyclopedia of Fantasy Tropes and Stereotypes into novel form and then had a

stoned college student transcribe it for maximum typos, this is about what I would expect to see

come out the other side. (For example, "solider" and "soldier" are both words, but not

interchangeable. Also, you cannot ever, ever say "here" when you mean "her"... and so on. There is

a reason proofreaders get paid for their work, and it's to keep people like you, Mr. Gischler, from

looking like a chump.)Horrible cliches aside (oh, how cute! The princess--I mean duchess--is falling

for the stable boy. Who could have predicted that?!) A lot of the novel just doesn't make sense or

display any amount of research. For example, a bodyguard who teaches his charge (who he's been

protecting and training since she was born) rapier first, hand-to-hand last, and apparently never

even THINKS that she might need more practical weapons training in something other than a

dueling weapon until there is literally an army on her doorstep. One who also, apparently, can take

on an entire squad of elite fighters single-handedly, but it too stupid to stop at any point after said

battle to wrap a simple bandage so he doesn't bleed out and leave his charge completely

unprotected and on her own in a snowy wilderness with enemies all around her. This would also

explain why he fell for the Evil Steward's "maybe you should check the garrison" ruse instead of

being at his charge's side when she and her father were meeting with the enemy.Why is there a

rapier on a wall display of hunting weapons? Why does a stableboy (HEAD stableboy!) show

absolutely no emotion about killing a guy (except to whine about how in the act of COMMITTING

MURDER he may have bruised his ribs)?
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